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surprising that numerous vast private fortunes
should have been secured by these discriminating
practices. At first, they were scarcely considered
objectionable, and were, indeed, almost regarded as
proofs of the superior enterprise and merit of those
who secured the benefit of them. But the unerring
wisdom of universal custom was never more manifest
than here. The advantages thus gained by a favoured
few enabled them to crush their rivals in the great
fields of industry, and the shocking injustice became
more and more manifest. To repress and abolish
these mischievous departures from custom was a
clear occasion for the employment of legislation, and
it was used by the enactment of the Interstate
Commerce law, which enjoined the preservation of
equality in rates and made the practice of discrimi-
nation criminal But it was not found easy to en-
force the law. The prohibition was easily evaded
by resorting to rebates and other devices, and the
mischief continued. It was a condition of things
by no means satisfactory to the great and powerful
railroad companies. Discrimination was the un-
willing resort of weak companies whose necessities
demanded the occasional purchase of traffic at rates
unreasonably low, or whose fears of the withdrawal
of traffic by powerful interests compelled them to
yield to unreasonable demands. But if one line of
transportation ventured to cut a rate it was a neces-
sity for all the rivals to follow. The force of this
necessity is not fully comprehended by all; but the
truth is that the cutting of a rate by a railroad
company, however secretly done and incapable of